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politics, even if it cost the army chiefs the friendship, as in some
cases it did, of their own class, he personally believed that it was
the duty of those chiefs—or some of them—so to meddle in politics
as to prevent a political situation arising that would involve the
Reichswehr, a risky but enormously congenial game. He knew
everybody in political life who was anybody and everybody who
might turn out later to be somebody, and, especially after Seeckt's
retirement, he became more and more a political, though not yet
a public, figure. Officials, politicians, journalists—he knew them
all. Ministers discussed things with him, though they were not
always important ministers; with Stresemann, who had curious
views on inclusiveness and catholicity of acquaintance, he never
seems to have got really in touch. Heads of departments talked
to him; secretaries of state liked to hear his views and a lifelong
friendship with Oskar von Hindenburg, now his father's unofficial
adjutant, brought him into that highly important circle that tends
always to form round a head of the state, though he was no
particular favourite of the old marshal, who instinctively distrusted
soldiers who were brilliant political talkers.
But Hindenburg recognized his ability, though he did not
always recognize that it was the ability of tact rather than of
intellect. His suggestion of Groener as the Reichswehr minister
was a tactful suggestion, for, despite the coolness after 1919, he
knew that the marshal had a warm regard for his old quarter-
master-general, and he would have been the first to confess that
it was that regard that had determined the selection and not the
long constitutional argument by which he had defended it. Once
again the two men, old friends, were working together, and it
was with the new minister's full approval that Schleicher pro-
moted himself to the status of a secretary of state, which meant
that he had direct access to the President. The presence of
Groener in the Ministry of Defence was, though that officer was
unaware of it, an essential part of the great scheme that was
forming.
By 1930 Kurt von Schleicher was a very important person in
Germany although very few people knew it. Fewer still knew
how close his ear was to every political ground and how little

